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There is a sense of déjà vu about China’s decision on June 16 to block the UN Security Council 

designation of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) deputy chief Abdul Rahman Makki as a terrorist, given that Beijing 

had repeatedly blocked the designation of the Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar until 2019, and 

other terror designations prior to that. Here too, the pile of evidence against Abdul Makki is 

considerable: that he is part of the command and control of the UNSC-designated terror group LeT, later 

renamed the Jamaat ud Dawa (JuD), which is also a UN-designated terror group, is in no doubt. He was 

not just a member of the governing body or “Shura”; he served as the head of its “foreign relations” 

department, and raised funding. He is also a member of LeT chief Hafiz Saeed’s family (brother in law). 

The LeT/JuD has been prosecuted in India, the United States and even Pakistan for the 26/11 Mumbai 

attacks, and Makki was himself tried and sentenced by a Pakistani special court to nine years 

imprisonment on terror financing charges — a ruling overturned a year later. India wants him for his 

involvement in attacks over the past two decades, including the Red Fort attack in Delhi in 2000, and, 

more recently, in attacks on security forces in Jammu and Kashmir. He is on India’s UAPA list of 

designated terrorists and also the U.S.’s Specially Designated Global Terrorists with a $2 million reward 

for information that would convict him. Given what India and the U.S., which forwarded the proposal to 

put him on the UNSC’s 1267 list of terrorists linked to the al Qaeda and ISIL, have called “overwhelming” 

evidence, New Delhi has termed China’s move to place a hold on the process (this could delay it for as 

much as six months) as “regrettable” and “extremely unfortunate”. 

While China’s actions may be motivated by growing acrimony with the U.S. and India, it is 

necessary to analyse the situation beyond bilateral tensions. That Beijing’s last-minute hold on Makki’s 

listing came even as the Financial Action Task Force was meeting in Berlin to credit Pakistan’s actions on 

terror financing, and begin the process to relieve it from the grey list, pending an on-site visit in the next 

few months, may not be a coincidence. While China defends its actions on Makki and previous 

designations that it blocked as “technical objections” based on “procedural” loopholes, it is clearly part 

of a pattern of protecting Pakistan internationally. It is also notable that as a result of China’s objections 

or otherwise, none of the terror designations under UNSC 1267 thus far against LeT commander Zaki ur 

Rahman Lakhvi in 2008, Hafiz Saeed in 2009 and Masood Azhar in 2019 actually contains charges against 

them for any attacks carried out in India. Beyond criticism and continued pursuance of the listing, it is 

necessary for the Government to continue to gather evidence and systematically build its case on cross-

border terrorism on the international stage that cannot be derailed by political or geopolitical 

considerations. 

 

 déjà vu (noun) – the expression is derived from 

the French, meaning “already seen”; this 

expression can make you feel like you’ve 

known someone before (or) been somewhere 

before (or) experienced something before. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 pile (noun) – a large amount of something. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, sizeable, 

large, significant. 

 command (noun) – authority, domination, 

influence. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified, named. 

 shura (noun) –  The word ‘shura‘ is an Arabic 

word literally means ‘consultation’; a 

consultative council or assembly. 

 serve (verb) – perform, do, discharge. 

 prosecute (verb) – take to court, bring an 

action against, take legal action against, 

accuse, charge. 

 tried past and past participle of try (verb) – to 

examine and decide a case in a law court and 

to determine legally the guilt (or innocence) of 

a person. 

 sentence (verb) – punish, convict; impose a 

sentence on, pronounce sentence on. 

 imprisonment (noun) – incarceration, custody, 

confinement. 
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 ruling (noun) –  judgement, decision, sentence, 

verdict, order. 

 overturn (verb) – reverse, overrule, 

nullify/cancel. 

 involvement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, engagement. 

 forces (noun) – troops; armed forces, soldiers. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified. 

 Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) 

(noun) – a person or entity that has been 

designated as such by the United States 

Department of State. 

 convict (verb) – punish, sentence; impose a 

sentence on, pronounce sentence on. 

 proposal (noun) – plan, motion, proposition, 

submission, recommendation. 

 UNSC resolution 1267 (1999) (noun) – it was 

adopted unanimously on 15 October 1999. The 

Council designated Osama bin Laden and 

associates as terrorists and established a 

sanctions regime to cover individuals and 

entities associated with Al-Qaida, Osama bin 

Laden and/or the Taliban wherever located. 

 overwhelming (adjective) – very large, huge; 

very strong. 

 move (noun) –  step, action, act, measure. 

 place a hold (phrase) – to order that 

something is to be kept for a specific time. 

 as much as (phrase) – even though; almost. 

 regrettable (adjective) – undesirable, 

unfortunate, disappointing, distressing. 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 

 acrimony (noun) – hostility, enmity, bitterness, 

rancour, resentment. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 tension (noun) – strained relations; strain, 

stress, pressure, unease. 

 hold (noun) – control, grip, dominance, 

influence.  

 listing (noun) – classifying, categorizing, 

registering. 

 even as (phrase) – while, whilst, as, at the time 

that, during the time that. 

 Financial Action Task Force (FATF) (noun) – 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is the 

global money laundering and terrorist 

financing watchdog. The inter-governmental 

body sets international standards that aim to 

prevent these illegal activities and the harm 

they cause to society. 

 credit (verb) – ascribe, attribute, assign, 

acknowledge (publicly). 

 grey/watch list (noun) – a list of countries on 

observation due to their “strategic 

deficiencies” in countering terror-financing and 

money-laundering. The countries put on the 

grey/watch list by the Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF) will be subjected to direct 

monitoring and intense scrutiny by the 

International Co-operation Review Group 

(ICRG) on terror financing. 

 on-site (adjective) – happening or situated at a 

particular place or site. 

 coincidence (noun) – co-occurrence, 

coexistence, conjunction, simultaneity. 

 objection (noun) – protest, complaint, dispute, 

dissent, opposition, resistance. 

 loophole (noun) – ambiguity in the law; 

flaw/fault, defect. 

 notable (adjective) – important, significant, 

marked, striking, glaring, obvious. 

 as a result of (phrase) – owing to, due to, 

because of. 

 thus far (phrase) – so far, yet, still, up till now, 

up to now, until now. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 

indictment. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement, execute, discharge, bring about. 

 pursuance (noun) – seeking of, search for, 

pursuit of; effecting, pursuing, doing. 

 systematically (adverb) – methodically. 

 derail (verb) – obstruct, impede, hinder, 

hamper, block, interrupt, thwart, stop, restrict. 

 consideration (noun) – factor, issue, point, 

concern, matter. 
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The monsoon landed early in Kerala, three days ahead of the normal date of June 1. The journey 

upward of its western branch has since then been timely but lacking in vigour. The latest IMD figures 

suggest that the monsoon is running an 8% deficit. Central India, which has the largest swathe of land 

dependent on rainfed agriculture, has only got 52% of the rain that is due; the southern peninsula has a 

22% deficit. Only India’s east and north-eastern parts are battling the diametrically opposite problem of 

too much rain, with floods in Assam and Meghalaya submerging entire villages. The northwest of India, 

where the monsoon is yet to arrive, and reeling under a series of heatwaves, is battling a rainfall deficit 

of 33%. The monsoon rainfall is critical to kharif sowing and so a faltering June has raised concerns in 

several quarters. However, there is little to be worried about at this juncture. June rainfall, particularly in 

the first fortnight, is historically patchy and contributes less than 18% of the monsoon rainfall. 

Meteorologists maintain that there is no correlation of the timing and advent of the monsoon rainfall 

with its eventual performance. Because of the large variance inherent in June rainfall, the IMD has 

historically chosen not to issue forecasts for the month, unlike for July and August. The latter two are 

considered the key monsoon months and responsible for supplying nearly two-thirds of the monsoon 

rains. Episodes of drought in India and those that are linked to agricultural failures are when the 

monsoon fails in these two months. 

In fact, the real worry that lingers over the horizon is rainfall in July and August. On May 31, as 

part of its updated forecast, the IMD gave an optimistic picture. The June to September rainfall over the 

country was likely to be 103% of the Long Period Average, and central India was likely to get “above 

normal” rainfall as was the southern peninsula. The monsoon core zone, which consists of most of the 

rainfed agriculture regions, too is expected to receive “above normal” rain. In previous years, there has 

been a pattern of ‘normal’ and ‘above normal’ rains being forecast only for them to dry up for large 

periods in July and August, followed by a sudden surge in September. This pattern may help deliver the 

numbers but is not always beneficial for kharif sowing. The expectations of a good monsoon are 

premised on the persistence of a La Niña, the converse of the El Niño and characterised by a cooling of 

the Central Pacific waters. However, the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), another index of significance to the 

monsoon, is expected to be negative. Whether the La Niña can compensate for the dampening of the 

IOD remains to be seen. 

 

 jitters (noun) – tension, anxiety, restlessness, 

nervousness, uneasiness. 

 deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage. 

 drought (noun) – dry spell, dry period, lack of 

rain, shortage of water. 

 episode (noun) – a group of events; incident, 

event, affair, occurrence. 

 upward of (phrase) – more than. 

 timely (adjective) – prompt, appropriate, 

opportune, well timed, at the right time. 

 vigour (noun) – energy, strength, power. 

 figure (noun) – statistic, number, level, 

quantity. 

 run (verb) – reach a particular state/level. 

 swathe (noun) – a wide area of something. 

 dependent (adjective) – conditional on, based 

on, depending on. 

 rainfed agriculture (noun) – agriculture that 

depends on natural rainfall rather than 

irrigation. 

 due (adjective) – expected, anticipated, 

required, awaited. 

 peninsula (noun) – an area of land almost 

surrounded by water (on three sides) and one 

side attached to the mainland. 

 battle (verb) – struggle, contend with. 

 diametrically (adverb) – directly, absolutely, 

utterly, completely. 

 submerge (verb) –  flood, inundate, deluge, 

engulf, swamp, immerse. 

 reel under (phrase) – to suffer (due to a 

burden). 

 heatwave (noun) – (a long period of) hot 

weather, hotness, humidity. 

 critical (adjective) – crucial, vital, important. 
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 kharif sowing/crops (noun) – monsoon crops; 

seeds sowing in the beginning (Jun) of the 

monsoon and harvesting at the end of the 

season (Oct) in the South Asia. 

 rabi sowing/crops (noun) – winter crops; 

seeds sowing in the beginning (Nov) of the 

winter and harvesting at the end of the season 

(Apr) in the South Asia. 

 sowing (noun) – an act of seeding a plant or 

crop. 

 faltering (adjective) – delaying, uncertain, 

unsteady/weak, precarious, irresolute, 

hesitant. 

 concern (noun) – anxiety, worry, disquiet; a 

matter of importance. 

 quarter (noun) – source, direction, place, 

point. 

 juncture (noun) – point in time, time/moment, 

stage. 

 fortnight (noun) – a period of two 

weeks/fourteen days continuously. 

 patchy (adjective) – erratic, irregular, 

fluctuating, uneven. 

 meteorologist (noun) – weather forecaster. 

 maintain (verb) – insist, assert, state, say, 

announce, affirm, avow, claim. 

 correlation (noun) – similarity, comparison, 

resemblance, equivalence. 

 advent (noun) – arrival, appearance, 

emergence. 

 eventual (adjective) – final, ultimate, 

concluding.  

 variance (noun) – difference, variation, 

divergence, imbalance. 

 inherent (adjective) – intrinsic, characteristic, 

basic, natural. 

 historically (adverb) – normally, generally, 

typically. 

 forecast (noun) – prediction, indication, 

projection, prognosis, speculation, calculation 

(of future events or trends). 

 in fact (phrase) – actually, in actuality, really, in 

reality. 

 linger (verb) – continue, remain, persist, stay. 

 horizon (noun) – range of experience, outlook, 

perspective, scope, perception, purview. 

 optimistic (adjective) – reassuring, favourable, 

encouraging, promising, hopeful. 

 picture (noun) – impression, view, vision, 

notion. 

 likely (adverb) – possible, probable. 

 long period average (LPA) (noun) – LPA is the 

average rainfall received by the country as a 

whole during the south-west monsoon, for a 

50-year period. The current LPA is 88 cm, 

based on the mean (average) rainfall over the 

years 1951 and 2000. 

 dry up (phrasal verb) – dwindle, wane, 

disappear, vanish, subside, fade away; cause to 

become entirely dry. 

 surge (noun) – increase, rise, acceleration. 

 premise (verb) – base, be dependent, 

establish, found. 

 persistence (noun) – continuance, continuity, 

dependability, changelessness. 

 El Nino (noun) – an unusual/abnormal 

warming of the waters across the central and 

eastern equatorial Pacific that lies closer to the 

Americas). La Niña means abnormal cooling. 

 converse (noun) – opposite, reverse, inverse, 

contrary, antithesis. 

 characterise (verb) – identify, depict, describe. 

 Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) (noun) – it is 

defined by the difference in the sea surface 

temperature between the two equatorial areas 

of the Indian Ocean – a western pole near the 

Arabian Sea (in the western Indian Ocean) and 

an eastern pole closer to the Bay of Bengal (in 

the eastern Indian Ocean). The IOD affects the 

climate of Southeast Asia, Australia and other 

countries across the Indian Ocean. 

 index (noun) – sign, measure; guide, 

indication. 

 compensate (verb) – make amends, make 

restitution, make reparation, make 

recompense. 

 the dampening (adjective) – the lessening, the 

decreasing, the diminishing, the reducing. 
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